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8-231 ORLEANS EAS.773 


Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 2905 Herring Brook Road 
Historic Name: Nathan & Abigail Hopkins House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1796-1800 
Source: deeds, censuses, vital records 
Style/Form: Summer Cottage/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wings added north & west sides, mid-20"" c. 
Wing added south side, ca. 2015 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] ~~ yesL| Date: 


Acreage: 0.71 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road in the 
midst of small-parcel residential subdivisions. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Nathan & Abigail Hopkins House, built as early as 1796, is a one-story wood-frame dwelling with a side-lobby or “half-cape” 
plan that has been enveloped with 20'"-century additions in its gradual transformation into a summer cottage. The original house 
is located on the west side of the building and has a three-bay front fagade with an offset entrance. All exterior features are 
recent in date: wood shingle siding, windows and door, asphalt shingle roof, as is a massive brick chimney engaged to the gable 
end. A story-and-a-half wing has been added to the south end of the house. It was constructed in ca. 2025, much later than 
wings added to the west side of the house, one being a story-and-a-half in height with a roof inline with the that on the original 
house but with the ridge slightly higher and another being a small one-story wing engaged to the north side of the previous 
addition and overlapping the front of the old house. Fenestration and exterior materials have been replaced on these sections as 
well. 


The house on a three-quarter-acre lot subdivided from a larger farm it was once a part of. It is sited close to the road, although 
the front fagade faces a driveway on the north. It has an open yard with some ornamental plantings. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1814 John Hopkins (1758-1845) sold his son Nathan Hopkins (1792-1872) five acres of land with the dwelling house that had 
once belonged to Joseph Linkhornew, who in 1809 legally changed his surname to Lincoln.’ Which Joseph Lincoln this was— 
father (born 1745) or son (1770-1842) is not clear from deeds, and in the 1800 and 1810 censuses both are listed in Eastham. 
By 1820 only one man of this name remained in town, and he was very likely Joseph Lincoln Jr., who died in Eastham in 1842. 
In 1817 this Joseph Lincoln bought half of a farm from Freeman Knowles, on King’s Highway in South Eastham, and he was 
enumerated after Knowles in the 1820 census. Joseph Lincoln Jr. married in 1796, and it seems likely that the 2905 Herring 
Brook Road house was built at the time of his marriage. 


No deed has been found that records Lincoln’s sale of his parcel to John Hopkins, but the 1814 deed to his son Nathan states 
that it was bounded on the east by Smalley Way Road, an earlier name of Herring Brook Road, on the north by John Hopkins’s 
own farm, and on the south and west by the land of Thomas Dill. The 1820 census lists Nathan Hopkins in his own four-person 
household between the households first of his father and second of his brother John Hopkins Jr. (1798-1877) and before that of 
Thomas Dill. In 1815 Nathan Hopkins married Abigail Smith (1794-1872), and the couple was clearly in the same neighborhood 
in 1830 and 1840. In 1840 there were ten in his household. John Hopkins Sr. died in 1845, and in 1846 the sons split their 
father’s property between them.? 


The 1850 census ascribes $642 in real property to Nathan Hopkins, and he shared the 2905 Herring Brook Road house with his 
wife, sons Lamma A. (1830-1906) and John N. M. (1823-1907), daughter Rebecca S. (1834-1905), and a nine-year-old boarder 
from Boston, Henry T. Morrison, who also lived with the family in 1855. By 1850 the Hopkinses’ eldest children, Lydia and Eliza 
A., had both married, Lydia to Isaac Higgins in 1845 and Eliza A. to Allen F. Smith in 1848. 


In 1853 son John N. M. Hopkins, then a mariner, married Thankful M. Knowles of Eastham, and the couple lived in his parents’ 
Herring Brook Road household in 1855 with brother Lamma, sister Rebecca, and Morrison. Enumerated next was Nathan’s 
brother John, John’s wife Diana Cole Stubbs, and their two youngest children, John Quincy Adams Hopkins (1830-91) and 
William Myrick Hopkins (1841-87). The 1858 Eastham map attached Nathan Hopkins’s name to this house and his brother’s 
name to a house just north at the intersection of Herring Brook and Campground Roads. Sister Eliza A. Smith and her husband 


1 John Hopkins to Nathan Hopkins, 1 March 1814, BCD 35:1. Private and Special Statues of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts from 
February 1806 to February 1814 (Boston: Wells and Lilly, 1823), 4:226, documents that by legislative act on 4 March 1809 Josiah, Joshua, 
Dawson, Doane, Andrew, and Joseph Linkhornew, all of Eastham, were allowed to take surname Lincoln. The 1810 Eastham census lists both 
a Joseph Lincoln in a household of four and a Joseph Linkhornew in a nine-person household; this latter appears to be Joseph Lincoln Jr. 
William Walker to Joseph Linkhornew, 8 June 1816, BCD 999041:396, transferred Walker's house, yard, twelve acres of cleared land, and two 
acres of salt marsh. Why this deed predates 35:1 is unclear, unless both Joseph Lincolns were living in this neighborhood. 
2 Nathan Hopkins to John Hopkins, 10 June 1846, BCD 41:2; John Hopkins to Nathan Hopkins, 10 June 1846, BCD 41:3. 
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Allen F. were just to the west, now 175 Campground Road, which Nathan Hopkins deeded to the couple with half an acre of land 
in 1856.° By 1865 John N. M. Hopkins, his wife, and their two children had moved out of 2905 Herring Brook Road but were 
living in one of the other family houses in this neighborhood; his brother Lamma, who never married, remained in his parents’ 
household. 


Nathan Hopkins and his wife died within two months of each other in 1872, and in April 1873 their children sold six acres of their 
father’s homestead—with a house, barn, and outbuildings except for two reserved for the use of Lamma Hopkins—to Thankful 
M. Hopkins, the wife of John N. M. Hopkins; “J. Hopkins” is attached to 2905 Herring Brook Road on the 1880 Eastham map.4 
John N. M. Hopkins was still a mariner, and in 1880 his household included wife Thankful, 24-year-old daughter Cornelia Abby, 
a shoe finisher, son Charles A. G., and brother Lamma, still farming. In 1895 Thankful M. Knowles Hopkins died, and in 1900 the 
widowed John N. M. Hopkins, his children Cornelia and Charles, and brother Lamma were living at 2905 Herring Brook Road. 
The 1902 census shows him on Herring Brook Road with children Charles and Cornelia and brother Lamma boarding in his 
household. 


John N. M. Hopkins died in 1907, and though the property had not yet been transferred to son Charles the name “C. Hopkins” is 
attached to the 2905 Herring Brook Road house on the 1905 Eastham map. The house passed to his two children, both 
unmarried, and they remained in the house until Cornelia, who had worked as a grocery clerk through at least 1920, died in 
1940. Charles A. G. Hopkins did odd jobs, farm work, and by 1930 was a house carpenter. After his sister died a housekeeper, 
Maine native Eleanor Engley, lived at 2905 Herring Brook Road with him. 


In October 1941 Charles Hopkins sold 2905 Herring Brook Road to William T. Knowles of Boston, director of the Massachusetts 
Osteopathic Hospital in Boston. Born in Boston, he was the son of Winfield Scott Knowles and grandson of Thomas S. 
Knowles, who had left his native Eastham after 1850 and was working as a piano maker and tuner in Boston by 1855. His father 
Winfield was president of Globe Rubber Works in Boston from 1898 until he died in 1935. He and his wife Gladys owned and 
occupied, at least seasonally, the 2905 Herring Brook Road house until William Knowles died in 1956. His widow sold the 
property to a realty trust in August 1957, which in turn sold it to Hazel B. Weyer of Westport, Connecticut, in 1958. In 1961 
Weyer sold 2905 Herring Brook Road to Joseph E. Doyle Jr. and his wife Mary, who lived on Herring Brook Road, and they 
owned it until 1970. The family of Clarence C. and Jean R. Poor owned the property from 1970 to 2010. Carol S. Cox of 
Saratoga Springs, New York, the owner of record in 2020, acquired 2905 Herring Brook Road in 2010.® 
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